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Hi, my name is Hairy Vasquez. Iam 14 yeats old and I live in New Haven. I am here
today to talk about Bill 6386. I am speaking against the Bill because I think it will harm me and

other kids like me.

I have been living in New Haven for about 12 years now and I've been going to the
Family Support Center at St. Francis Home for Children in New Haven. T grew up in one of the
worsi paris of New Haven. Ilive with my grandmother. And these past two years have been
hard for me because the people that T used to hang out with always got in tronble, So my mom
used to always tell me “choose your friends wisely.” I ended up in court 3 times from the time [
was 13 until T was 14 years old because of the friends I chose. I used to run away a lot too.

The court was going to give me 2 weeks on house arrest and one week in detention. But
instead I went to the New Haven Family Support Center respite CARE program. It taught me
that if I wanted to earn something, I had to do chores. It gave me a break from my friends and
family for two weeks. Ilearned coping skills. [used to curse a ot at my mom but I learned to
go into my room to cool off and then sit down and talk to her. Ilearned how to make better

friends.

After I left respite CARE, I did Anger Replacement Therapy at the Family Support
Center. I learned to think about the consequences and to walk away and let things go. T also did
Boys Counsel Group where I learned how to solve problems. Ialso got to take a cooking class
and taught everyone how to cook Spanish food.

The Family Support Center also gave me in-heme therapy which gave me a bilingual
therapist because grandmother only speaks Spanish. This was in'my home three times a week
for five months. It taught me to sit down with my mom and communicate, so now we sit down
and talk more. And if 1 want to do something like go to the mall, now I sit down with my
grandmother and ask her ahead of time what I have to do to earn that.

Tused to get angry quickly and I don’t anymore. I’m doing better in school, and now that
I do better in school, my teachers actually want to refer me to a good high school. T get along
with my grandmother better. Since I came to the Family Support Center six months ago, T
haven’t been arrested either. Without the Family Support Center, I would probably stil! be on
house arrest, probably taken by DCF, and this would have affected my school.



